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Football Writers’ Festival 2020 
Emerging Writers’ Program 

Guidelines and Terms & Conditions 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Football Writers’ Festival is being held for the second time in Jamberoo, NSW, on 23-
24 May 2020. It is an initiative of Fair Play Publishing, with the support of the Johnny Warren 
Football Foundation. 
 
For the first time, the Football Writers’ Festival is offering an Emerging Writers’ Program.  
 
The Emerging Writers’ Program is an opportunity for writers aged 30 years or under as of 24 
May 2020 to have an original, previously unpublished work published in print, to be profiled 
at the Football Writers’ Festival and potentially to meet other professionals and readers, 
perhaps opening doors to other opportunities.  
 
What is involved? 
 
We are inviting emerging writers to submit a long-form story (or essay).  
 
Up to ten (10) entries will be included in an Anthology, a print publication to be launched at 
the Football Writers’ Festival next year. All entries selected for publication in the Anthology 
will receive a payment of $100.  
 
From amongst the published entries, we will invite up to two writers to attend the Festival 
from within Australia with all travel and accommodation expenses met for two nights.  
 
The writers selected to attend the Festival will also appear on a panel at the Festival 
alongside existing authors and journalists to talk about their Anthology entry.  
 
Who is eligible? 
 
The Emerging Writers’ Program is open to anyone who aspires to be, or is, a football writer 
aged 30 years and under as of 24 May 2020. 
 
What is required? 
 
Entrants are required to submit an original previously unpublished 3,000-word long-form 
story on any football topic. It may be an interview or profile of an individual or individuals, a 
club story, a short history of a club or an event, a dive into a football politics issue, a work of 
fiction, or a poem or script. 
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By entering the Emerging Writers’ Program, entrants agree: 
 

• for the entry to be published in the Football Writers’ Festival 2020 Anthology 
published by Fair Play Publishing (with edits as required);  

• to be available to attend and present at the Football Writers’ Festival in Jamberoo 
on 23-24 May (travel on 22 May). 

 
Entries should include a title, first stand and headings if required. 
 
It should be submitted in a Word document, 1.15 line spacing, with pages numbered and 
the title in the header of each page.  
 
In addition to the entry, entrants should provide a separate attached document that gives: 
 

a) your name, address and contact details (email and ‘phone) 
b) the title of the entry 
c) the reason for the entry (eg. what interested you in the subject) 
d) where you would be travelling from to attend the Festival 
e) a 100-word (maximum) bio. 

 
This information is not made available to the judging panel but for administrative purposes, 
and for publication in the Anthology in respect of (c) and (e).  
 
After receipt of your entry, it will be numbered and all identifying information extracted 
before being provided to the judging panel.  
 
Your entry should:  
 

• be sent to the email address: info@footballwritersfestival.com.au  
• have the subject ‘Emerging Writers’ Program Entry’  
• be received by no later than 5pm AEDT Friday 31 January 2020.  

 
Please note that not all entries will necessarily be published in the Anthology. The judges 
reserve the right not to recommend an entry for inclusion in the Anthology, and the judges’ 
decision is final. Feedback will be provided if sought.  
 
What is the total prize value? 
 
The minimum total prize value is $1,500 comprised of payments to ten writers of $100 each, 
and travel and accommodation for up to two people to attend the Festival in Jamberoo 
from their home base in Australia. Final prize value depends on the locations of winners. 
(Please note that if the winner is from overseas, travel costs will only be met from Sydney.) 
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What is the timeline? 
 

19 November 2019 Emerging Writers’ Program announced 
31 January 2020 Entry deadline 
15 April 2020 Winning entrants announced 
23-24 May 2020 Football Writers’ Festival 

 
 
Who is the judging panel? 
 
The judging panel to assess the entries for inclusion in the Anthology are: 
 

• Ray Gatt, retired Chief Football Writer with ‘The Australian’ and author of ‘The Rale 
Rasic Story’, now Media Consultant for Western Sydney Wanderers. 

• Matthew Hall, freelance journalist and author of ‘The Hard Way’, ‘The Away Game’ 
and ‘If I Started to Cry, I Wouldn’t Stop’. 

• Bonita Mersiades, freelance feature writer, publisher, and author of ‘My World is 
Round’ and ‘Whatever It Takes – the Inside Story of the FIFA Way’. 

• Debbie Spillane AM, retired sports journalist and commentator, author of 
autobiography ‘Where Do You Think You’re Goin’, Lady?: Adventures of a Sports-
mad Redhead’. 

 
An international judging panel will decide which of the ten shortlisted entrants will be 
invited to attend and present at the Festival. 
 

• Andrew Jennings, retired investigative journalist and broadcaster, author of Scotland 
Yard’s Cocaine Connection, The Lords of the Rings, The Great Olympic Swindle, 
FOUL!, Omertà: Sepp Blatter's FIFA Organised Crime Family and The Dirty Game. 

• Amy Lawrence, journalist with The Athletic UK formerly with The Guardian and the 
Observer, author of Proud To Say That Name, Invincible, The Wenger Revolution 
and ’89.  

 
Further information 
 
Please email info@footballwritersfestival.com.au.  
 


